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he intended to pass into Bohemia and strike a blow at
the Austrians in combination with Marshal Schwerin,
who was to invade the country with a second army from
Glatz. It was not improbable that a great victory might
be won and Prague captured before the winter. The
plan was well conceived, but it was foiled by an unex-
pected difficulty on the threshold.

The  Saxon army, numbering no more than  17,000
men, was far too weak to resist the Prussians in the open
field, but on the first news of their approach it retired, at
the instigation of the French ambassador, into a camp of
great natural strength.    At Pirna, a few miles
above Dresden, the low hills on each side of camp at*0"
the Elbe rise into lofty and precipitous rocks Pirna-
intersected by  chasms and covered with pine woods.
Into this natural stronghold Augustus retreated with his
army  when he   heard  of  Frederick's   advance.     The
Saxons took up a position on the hills south of -the Elbe,
their right resting on Pirna, their left on the Konigstein,
an impregnable fortress built on a high rock overlooking
the river.    As the position was too strong to be forced,
Frederick was  reduced to  the necessity of
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blockading it.     He was informed that the by the
Saxons had provisions only for a fortnight, Prussians-
but, as it turned out, they were able, by means of short
allowances, to eke them out for a much longer time.
The King of Poland steadily refused to disband his army
or to suffer it to take an oath of fidelity to the King of
Prussia ; he hoped that before he was starved out relief
would come from Austria.

From the moment when war became inevitable, the
Austrians had pushed on their preparations prepara-
with vigour.    In the last days of August, Mar- ^J^8*/1^
shal Browne began to assemble an army in Austrians.
the neighbourhood of Kollin, while Prince Piccolomim